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 More than $122 million and 3,000 jobs lost. According 
to a new U.S. Department of Agriculture study, thatõs a con-
servative estimate of how much damage the double-crested 
cormorant has inÿicted on the communities surrounding 
Oneida Lake. On the other side of the ledger, the same USDA 
research shows that for every dollar spent on cormorant 

National Wildlife Research Center, studies the dollars-and-
cents impact of wildlife. She recently analyzed and docu-
mented the effects of cormorantsõ predation and presented 
her þndings at the Oneida Lake Associationõs annual meeting 
on April 30, 2008. 
 Dr. Shwiff began by measuring the drop in non-resident 

see how the proliferation of cormorants has hurt local busi-
nesses, and gauge the beneþts of cormorant harassment.
 Many Oneida Lake anglers saw the lakeõs famous walleye 
and yellow perch þsheries fade during the 1990s and early 
2000s. At the same time, the number of þshing licenses pur-
chased in the four surrounding counties (Oswego, Oneida, 
Onondaga, and Madison) fell severely. While many people 
noted a great þsheryõs decay, some forward thinkers asked, 
òHow are our communities and jobs affected if fewer anglers 
þsh Oneida Lake?ó 
 Anglers are eager spenders who play a crucial role in the 
local economy. When there are fewer þsh to pursue, the likely 
result is less spending. Research has shown that an expand-
ing double-crested cormorant population devastated Oneida 
Lakeõs walleye and yellow perch populations. At the peak 
of past fall migrations, seven tons of Oneida Lake þsh were 
becoming bird food during many autumn weeks. As declining 
þsh populations contributed to bad þshing, anglers and their 
spending declined. This resulted in substantial losses of jobs 
and revenue in the four-county area bordering the lake.
 Dr. Shwiff, an economist for USDAñWildlife Servicesõ 

fishing license sales in Oneida, 
Oswego, Onondaga, and Madison 
Counties from 1990-1998, im-
mediately following the decline of 
Oneida Lakeõs walleye population. 
She combined these þndings with 
economic models for spending on 
lodging, food, fuel, bait and other 
necessities. As non-resident anglers 
chose to þsh other lakes instead of 
Oneida, the region experienced sub-

stantial losses of revenue and jobs; Shwiffõs work showed 
us exactly how much. 
 Dr. Shwiff expressed her þndings as a range: if only 
þfteen percent of non-resident anglers skipped their trips to 
Oneida because of cormorants, this cost the four-county area 
$122,372,000 and 3,284 jobs; if þfty percent of non-resi-
dent anglers stayed away from Oneida, the damage totaled 
$538,918,000 and 12,862 jobs. 
 Economists prefer conservative economic models to 
allow for other factors that may affect their analyses. This 
is why Shwiffõs economic model for Oneida Lake only in-
cludes activities of non-resident anglers. Further, as people 
come to Central New York to þsh not only Oneida, but also 
Lake Ontario and other lakes, Dr. Shwiff made the realistic 
assumption that between þfteen and þfty percent of all 
out-of-state anglers who bought a þshing license here also 
contributed to the Oneida Lake economy.
 Other reasons Dr. Shwiff considered only non-resident 
anglers are that their numbers are easy to count, and their 
spending creates a big òbangó for the local economy, 

harassment since 1998, as much as 
$48.37 has been returned to the local 
economyñsaving as many as 5,000 
jobs.
 Oneida Lake þshing is much more 
than recreation. For area businesses 
and their employees, itõs a vital 
part of the economy. Now, thanks 
to USDA economist Dr. Stephanie 
Shwiff, we can precisely measure the 
impact of anglersõ spending habits, 
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 As I begin the second year of my term as president of the OLA, I can happily 
report positive events about Oneida Lake and the association.
 Since the publication of the spring Bulletin, we learned that our lakeõs healthy 
walleye population has produced great þshing. Anglers have caught many limits 
from shore and boats, using jigs, Rapalas, and lead line techniques. In addition, 
Juneõs bass season opener was fantastic! May the good þshing continue.   
 From my vantage point on the North Shore, I can see lots of boats. Many have 
þshermen in them, but an equal number are þlled with people just enjoying the 
lake. That this activity thrives, despite excessive gas prices, demonstrates how im-
portant Oneida Lake is to those who use it ð and to Central New Yorkõs economy. 
Martin Lowneyõs lead article in this Bulletin underscores that point. Our lake is an 
amazing, invaluable resource. 
 The primary goal of the Oneida Lake Association is to protect and enhance 
the lake and its environs. Your board of directors has been diligent in this regard, 
and will continue their dedicated service. These directors are OLA members who 
understand the issues that are important to you and to the lakeõs environmental 
integrity. Always feel free to contact them with your concerns. Our website provides 
an easy method for communication ð www.oneidalakeassociation.org!
 By the way, a new feature on our web site gives the OLAõs position statement 
on aquatic weeds. Other statements will follow. I urge you to read and comment 
about these positions. 
 Enjoy Oneida Lake as much as possible in this glorious season. Have a great 
and safe summer.
 

   
      Lance Vella
      President - OLA
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by Matt Snyder

 On May 12, Robert òBobó Rip-
berger announced his retirement as an 
OLA director. Your board hopes that 
youõll join us in a standing ovation for 
his longtime, meritorious service. 
 Bob has been a leader and mentor 
to generations of OLA directors from 
the earliest days of the Association, 
and he remains a deeply committed 
advocate for the anglers, hunters, and 
environment of Oneida Lake and the 
Central New York community.

 Those of you who attended our April 
meeting enjoyed the unique pleasure 
of seeing Bob and his wife, June, rec-
ognized with a special conservationist 
award for their decades of tireless com-
mitment to the lake. The OLA is proud 
to join other groups, including the New 
York State Conservation Council and the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
in honoring Bob. We were especially 
grateful to have this chance to thank 
June; her support and patience have 

been crucial to both Bob and the many 
organizations he enriched.
 Bobõs expertise and dedication will 
be difþcult to replace, but thanks to 
leadership like his, the OLA board is 
ready for future challenges. We have 
experienced a long tradition of success 
with Bob by our side. Now, we hope 
that he will take pride in what we ac-
complish in the years to come, guided 
by the noble example he established.
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 Want to be an OLA director? Send 
a resume to Box 3536, Syracuse, NY, 
13220. The association seeks a diversity 
of experience, as well as a love for the 
lake, in candidates. 

 Boaters beware ð dangerous weed 
growth ahead! As of early July, aquatic 
vegetation in Upper South Bay (the 
lakeõs East End) intensiþed to the point 
where masses of weeds hindered naviga-
tion for several hundred yards offshore. 
Be careful when boating near any shore 
this summer.

 The Oneida Lake Association notes, 
with deep regret, the passing of longtime 
director Charles òCharlieó Engel, who 
left this world for a better place on April 
27, 2008.
 Born and raised in Syracuse, Charlie 
was graduated with honors from Lem-
oyne College and earned summa cum 
laude distinction from the Syracuse 
University College of Law in 1957. He 
practiced law in Syracuse for over half 
a century. He and his wife Joan raised 
nine children and were the proud grand-
parents of seventeen. 
 Charlie Engel was a pioneering Cen-
tral New York outdoorsman whose arctic 
þshing expeditions into northern Quebec 
in the 1960s and Bafþn Island in the 

1970s paved the way for future genera-
tions of daring anglers. On Oneida Lake, 
Charlie relished smallmouth bass þshing 
and perfected the technique of dragging 
a weighted bucket along the bottom to 
stir bait and create a bass feeding frenzy. 
His hours on Oneida, especially those 
shared with family and friends, became 
treasured memories.
  Charlie Engel was a tremendous di-
rector for the Oneida Lake Association, 
dedicated to every effort at promoting 
the lakeõs preservation and enhance-
ment. In the mid 1990s, the association 
was involved in law enforcement issues 
regarding multiple uses of the lake, 
including hunting, þshing, boating and 
snowmobiling. Charlieõs energy and in-
sight always helped our board maintain 
a balance between those diverse oppor-

tunities and the peaceful, safe enjoyment 
of the lake. His efforts were invaluable 
in guiding the OLA in its dealings with 
elected ofþcials and law enforcement 
agencies. 
 Charlie was a key author in last yearõs 
revision of the OLAõs bylaws, work-
ing long hours at this important task. 
He served as counsel for every legal 
question that the associationõs board 
considered. His presence provided wis-
dom and equanimity at board meetings. 
His friendship and delightful, digniþed 
manner were enjoyed and appreciated by 
all. Anyone fortunate enough to know 
Charlie was the better person for it. 
 Charlie Engel served Oneida Lake 
and the Oneida Lake Association with 
distinction. Our lake is a securer place 
because of his efforts.

 We say this a lot because itõs impor-
tant ð keep white perch! These members 
of the striped bass family are delicious, 
easy to catch, and fight with vigor. 
Moreover, white perch numbers have 
overtaken yellow perch and walleye 
populations. These þsh need to be har-
vested.

 An oil barge was observed crossing 
Oneida Lake in early June. Is this the 
þrst of many? Boat transportation is 
the cheapest way to move petroleum. 
The OLA hopes that oil companiesõ 
economic moves are accompanied by 
appropriate safety measures. 

 The North Shore of Oneida Lake 
Chapter of Ducks Unlimited is holding 
its annual dinner/auction on September 
19 at 6 P.M. at the Greenview Country 
Club in West Monroe. Contact Greg 
Keener at 623-9661 for details.
 

 Cornellõs researchers have released 
some intriguing statistics. The average 
amount of days the lake has been ice-
covered per decade has dropped from 
108 in the 1970s to 94 in the 80s, 93 in 
the 90s, and 81 in the 2000s. Nineteenth 
century diaries reveal that the lakeõs ice 
cap regularly endured for over 120 days. 
Is this evidence of global warming? We 
donõt know for sure, but numbers like 
these, combined with other observa-
tions, makes one stopéand think.




