The Oneida Lake Bulletin

Summer 2008

www.oneidalakeassociation.org

LO0I000obomootoitbiibtitditdbobnt

Hinpntoonbobioibooigo

by Martin Lowney d New York State Director, USDA-APHIS Wildlife Services

More than $122 million and 3,000 jobs lost. According
to a new U.S. Department of Agriculture study, thatds a con-
servative estimate of how much damage the double-crested
cormorant has inyicted on the communities surrounding
Oneida Lake. On the other side of the ledger, the same USDA
research shows that for every dollar spent on cormorant
harassment since 1998, as much as

National Wildlife Research Center, studies the dollars-and-
cents impact of wildlife. She recently analyzed and docu-
mented the effects of cormorantsd predation and presented
her pndings at the Oneida Lake Associationds annual meeting
on April 30, 2008.

Dr. Shwiff began by measuring the drop in non-resident
fishing license sales in Oneida,

$48.37 has been returned to the local

economyisaving as many as 5,000
jobs.

Oneida Lake pshing is much more
than recreation. For area businesses
and their employees, itis a vital
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Oswego, Onondaga, and Madison
Counties from 1990-1998, im-
mediately following the decline of
Oneida Lakefs walleye population.
She combined these pndings with
economic models for spending on

part of the economy. Now, thanks
to USDA economist Dr. Stephanie
Shwiff, we can precisely measure the

JUoibobooonoinioinom
Douibombbotbooogm

lodging, food, fuel, bait and other
necessities. As non-resident anglers
chose to psh other lakes instead of

impact of anglersd spending habits,
see how the proliferation of cormorants has hurt local busi-
nesses, and gauge the benepts of cormorant harassment.

Many Oneida Lake anglers saw the lakets famous walleye
and yellow perch psheries fade during the 1990s and early
2000s. At the same time, the number of pshing licenses pur-
chased in the four surrounding counties (Oswego, Oneida,
Onondaga, and Madison) fell severely. While many people
noted a great psheryts decay, some forward thinkers asked,
0How are our communities and jobs affected if fewer anglers
psh Oneida Lake?4

Anglers are eager spenders who play a crucial role in the
local economy. When there are fewer psh to pursue, the likely
result is less spending. Research has shown that an expand-
ing double-crested cormorant population devastated Oneida
Lakeds walleye and yellow perch populations. At the peak
of past fall migrations, seven tons of Oneida Lake psh were
becoming bird food during many autumn weeks. As declining
psh populations contributed to bad pshing, anglers and their
spending declined. This resulted in substantial losses of jobs
and revenue in the four-county area bordering the lake.

Dr. Shwiff, an economist for USDARWildlife Servicesd

Oneida, the region experienced sub-
stantial losses of revenue and jobs; Shwiffis work showed
us exactly how much.

Dr. Shwiff expressed her pndings as a range: if only
pfteen percent of non-resident anglers skipped their trips to
Oneida because of cormorants, this cost the four-county area
$122,372,000 and 3,284 jobs; if pfty percent of non-resi-
dent anglers stayed away from Oneida, the damage totaled
$538,918,000 and 12,862 jobs.

Economists prefer conservative economic models to
allow for other factors that may affect their analyses. This
is why Shwiffis economic model for Oneida Lake only in-
cludes activities of non-resident anglers. Further, as people
come to Central New York to psh not only Oneida, but also
Lake Ontario and other lakes, Dr. Shwiff made the realistic
assumption that between pfteen and pfty percent of all
out-of-state anglers who bought a pshing license here also
contributed to the Oneida Lake economy.

Other reasons Dr. Shwiff considered only non-resident
anglers are that their numbers are easy to count, and their
spending creates a big obangé for the local economy,

(continued on page 5)
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As | begin the second year of my term as president of the OLA, | can happily
report positive events about Oneida Lake and the association.

Since the publication of the spring Bulletin, we learned that our lakeds healthy
walleye population has produced great pshing. Anglers have caught many limits
from shore and boats, using jigs, Rapalas, and lead line techniques. In addition,
Junes bass season opener was fantastic! May the good pshing continue.

From my vantage point on the North Shore, | can see lots of boats. Many have
pshermen in them, but an equal number are plled with people just enjoying the
lake. That this activity thrives, despite excessive gas prices, demonstrates how im-
portant Oneida Lake is to those who use it d and to Central New Yorkds economy.
Martin Lowneyés lead article in this Bulletin underscores that point. Our lake is an
amazing, invaluable resource.

The primary goal of the Oneida Lake Association is to protect and enhance
the lake and its environs. Your board of directors has been diligent in this regard,
and will continue their dedicated service. These directors are OLA members who
understand the issues that are important to you and to the lakeds environmental
integrity. Always feel free to contact them with your concerns. Our website provides

an easy method for communication d www.oneidalakeassociation.org!
By the way, a new feature on our web site gives the OLAGs position statement
on aquatic weeds. Other statements will follow. | urge you to read and comment

about these positions.

Enjoy Oneida Lake as much as possible in this glorious season. Have a great

and safe summer.

ol

Lance Vella
President - OLA
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Founded in 1945
The Bulletin is published by the
Oneida Lake Association, Inc., so
that its members may be informed
regarding the activities of the
Association. The Oneida Lake
Association, Inc., was organized
in 1945 to restore and preserve the
natural resources of Oneida Lake
and its environs.
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Terms Expiring April 30, 2009
Arnold Armani Anthony Buffa
Richard Colesante Robert Cote
Robert Gang 111 Bill Girvan
Jack Henke

Terms Expiring April 30, 2010
James N. Ddlmperio Thomas Giufre
Edwin Olmstead Thomas Pierce
William Schriever Kurt Snyder
Matthew Snyder Lance Vella

Terms Expiring April 30, 2011

Paul Metot Edward Mills
Richard Percival Bruce Schantz
Scott Shupe Parker J. Stone
Matt White
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by Matt Snyder

On May 12, Robert 0Bobé Rip-
berger announced his retirement as an
OLA director. Your board hopes that
youdll join us in a standing ovation for
his longtime, meritorious service.

Bob has been a leader and mentor
to generations of OLA directors from
the earliest days of the Association,
and he remains a deeply committed
advocate for the anglers, hunters, and
environment of Oneida Lake and the
Central New York community.

Those of you who attended our April
meeting enjoyed the unique pleasure
of seeing Bob and his wife, June, rec-
ognized with a special conservationist
award for their decades of tireless com-
mitment to the lake. The OLA is proud
to join other groups, including the New
York State Conservation Council and the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
in honoring Bob. We were especially
grateful to have this chance to thank
June; her support and patience have
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been crucial to both Bob and the many
organizations he enriched.

Boh0s expertise and dedication will
be difpcult to replace, but thanks to
leadership like his, the OLA board is
ready for future challenges. We have
experienced a long tradition of success
with Bob by our side. Now, we hope
that he will take pride in what we ac-
complish in the years to come, guided
by the noble example he established.







